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MAGPIE TRAPS

Have an interesting topic you want
discussed in the Newsletter?
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman
Aimee Wonsik, asb@mdwainwright.ca

Aimee Wonsik (right), with the late
Mary Burpee in July 2007 relaxing
together, enjoying the Garden Tour.
Mary was a wonderful woman, who
loved to garden. Mary’s last name is
on garden varieties of peppers and
tomatoes that you can purchase from
local greenhouses.
It’s time to start planning what you
might plant this year in your garden;
make sure you save a little room for
something special and unique to try
out ~ your garden should be a little fun
and creative, not just functional! Try
some new herbs or maybe a row of a
perennial berry bush like haskup.
Remember to add flowers for color
that act as a welcome mat for inviting
benefi-
cial
bugs to
your
garden
to help
polli-
nate
and
reduce
the other pests. Mother nature will
smile at the creativity and your effort,
just as Mary is smiling in our photo.

Hardy Haskup Berry Bush
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Recycling AGRICULTURAL PLASTICS and
METAL around the FARM

With the cold days of winter still upon us, it
might be difficult to start thinking about
spring cleaning...however warmer weather is
just around the corner and it will be time to
clean up around the farm! Whether it be the
annual Spring Clean-Up (May) or the popular
Toxic Round-Up (May), farmers have other
options in the meantime as well.

The Wainwright Waste-to-Energy facility is
the place to consider bringing your unwanted
agricultural items. The facility has a recycling
program for lots of different type materials.
Marie, one of the awesome, hardworking
individuals that greets you at the facility gate
says “its just a matter of getting comfortable
with the idea of recycling! Once farmers try
it, and get into a routine, its really no big deal!
Lots of farmers come in with stock trailers of
stuff, it is best to have it sorted first, since
some items have a cost and some do not.
Easier to weigh in on scale when it’s sorted”

A truck and trailer sit on the scales at the Waste to
Energy Facility on February 17, waiting to be weighed.
It is best to deliver a load of the same materials at the

same time since it is easiest to weigh. Different materi-
als have different costs, if loads can easily be separated
that works too.

“Today will be what we make of it and we'll take tomorrow when if comes.”

Marie noted that one thing farmers can recycle
at the facility is old barb wire. “Many farmers
may not realize this but old wire can be recycled
quite easily, as long as it is delivered in con-
tained rolls.” Barb wire is considered an “iron
product” therefore it has a charge of $34/
tonne. Also other iron or metal pieces or parts
can definitely also be accepted, just call ahead
to Marie so she has an idea of what category or
charge it may have. If an item arrives that
needs to be land-filled (such as old wire still
attached to wood posts) there is a $102/tonne
charge.

Another item that farmers are dealing with
after a long winter is agricultural plastics. The
Waste to Energy facility is prepared to accept
all ag-plastics and there is no charge. Things
such as silage plastic cover, bale wrap, bale
twine, grain bags can all be recycled. Ensure
that the plastic does not have other materials
with it (such as frozen clumps of straw, hay or
manure etc.) and that it is fairly contained and
easy to maneuver with. The plastics come into
the facility where they are processed in a baler.
These bales of used ag-plastics are easy to store
and can actually be used as bales while they are
waiting for final recycling (for road markers or
berms etc.).

The Waste to Energy Facility business hours are
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday, and 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturday. Call Marie if you have ques-
tions about the disposal of an item, or other
questions regarding agricultural refuse at 780-
842-4051. Also, plan to attend the upcoming
Toxic Round Up in early May with your un-used
hazardous materials; hope to see you there, Ill
be manning the BBQ grills again this year. AW
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Not Your Everyday Agronomy Issues

(Canola Digest, March 2011 Issue)

Something to Think About...
Stand Establishment: Larger
Seed Requires Higher Seeding
Rate Canola seed is getting
larger. Five grams per 1,000
seeds is a common size these
days. So what?

Well, the larger the seed, the
fewer seeds per pound. That
means growers using the same
pounds per acre seeding rate
they’ve always used will see
plant stand density steadily
decline. If all of a sudden they
cut the seeding rate to com-
pensate for higher seed costs,
the result could be a shocker.

“With the combination of
lower seeding rates and larger
seed, some growers are seeing

unexpected surprises when it
comes to plant population,”
says Doug Moisey, Canola Coun-
cil of Canada Senior Agronomy
Specialist in Central Alberta.

Here’s the math. If a seed
weights five grams per 1,000
and you seed at four pounds
per acre (1,800 grams), you're
seeding only eight seeds per
square foot. “That’s bare mini-
mum. Any lower and yield po-
tential falls,” Moisey says.

The ideal target plant stand is
10 plants per square foot, which
provides some margin for mor-
tality.

Other key factors for canola
stand establishment are as fol-
lows:
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Level the drill. A drill
leveled from side-to-
side and front-to-back
places seed at the same
depth.

SLOW DOWN. At high
speeds even a level
drill will throw more
soil over the front row
of openers and equip-
ment bounce may lead
to highly variable seed
placement (important
for small canola seeds).
Reduce fan speed.
Higher application rates

Doug Moisey, senior agronomy specialist
with the Canola Council of Canada, says
with larger seed sizes, canola seeded at
lower rates may not provide the plant
stand growers need for top yields.

and faster seeding
speeds often require

higher fan RPMs. This can

increase seed damage
and seed bounce out of
the seed row.

Keep a seed sample. Put
a minimum of two cups

from each seed lot into a
seed lab bag. Record
seedling date and rate,
keep the blue seed tag.
Store samples in a cold,
dry place in a rodent
proof container.

LIVESTOCK AND DRINKING WATER, You can lead

a cow to water, but what if she doesn’t want to drink??

Whatever you want to call this little brass configuration
of a tool, is one option when having waterline problems
that you can access from “in the house” (as | had to this
past winter with a frozen waterbowl line).
This configuration provides a quick and easy way to
thaw a frozen waterline verses waiting for spring and a
backhoe (as | was told). | am not a plumber, however |
have seen this unit in action, and I'm sure by how fast it
worked, and how easy it was to set up that most plumb-
ers or contractors that work with water would have
some type of similar set up. | want to share with you
what this deal is about, as my way of passing along a
good story-there are many frozen waterlines this winter.
| also want to thank the
two neighbors that
helped me out, | appre-
ciate their expertise

Sometimes it seems livestock choose
to use (or not use) a waterbowl that
has been set up for their use. It can
sometimes be a mystery, however wa-
ter quality concerns may be the issue.
If your cattle, for instance, have some-
times refused to drink from a watering
bowl, you may want to get your water
tested for Hydro Carbons and Light &
Heavy Metals. Constructed livestock
waterbowls that tie into waterlines and
are supplied from bored or drilled wa-
terwells can sometimes have fluxuating
hydrological properties which is impor-
tant to monitor, for the health of your
livestock and also the profit of your
farming business.

A Livestock Drinking Water test analy-
sis should cover some basic metals as
well as the pH, alkalinity, EC and a few

other things in the water. A hydrocar-
bon analysis can then also be com-
pleted to have a full spectrum for a
baseline (and information that you
should save for future use).

Also another thing to think about is
does the source of water stand stag-
nant or does it readily circulate? With
the weather being so cold, if itis a
standing water source there is a possi-
bility of it becoming completely an-
aerobic. DO you notice any smells
coming off the water? If it is anaerobic
then it is possible for sulfur and meth-
ane to build up. Tests should also be
run for Coliforms as well as sulfides.
Christine from Exova Edmonton, can
help with more livestock drinking wa-
ter test questions, please give her a call
at 780-438-5522.

neighbors like this, and we should all try to person-
ally become more neighborly as well).
The fitting on the left is connected to your frozen

ble drain or sink- by the way do not direct return
water into your toilet as porcelain can crack
with hot temperatures.) The grey plastic piece

and know-how and
above all their willing-
ness during minus 40'C
(we all need more

main line, attached by a lengthened hose with hose-
clamp (to give more room to work with). The piece in
the “down position”/ middle is attached to a garden
hose (that provides the return water, into an accessi-

on the

right opens to allow a smaller 3/8" rigid

line to pass through brass fitting. This rigid line
is connected to a garden hose on your hot
water tap that delivers hot steam water through

the connection to your frozen blockage. AW

2% Liguid Strychnine Concentrate will be available for ...
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Pruning is Good

There are lots of questions surround-
ing pruning, mostly as to why, how,
and especially when pruning should
be done.

While pruning may seem fairly
straightforward, few scientific stud-
ies have been done on this topic and
most of the information is essentially
based on the experience of practitio-
ners which sometimes cannot agree
on the best time to do it. In view of
the time and costs associated with
pruning, it is worth taking into ac-
count a few basic principles relating
to tree species as well as tree health,
structure and physiology. The safest
approach is to follow the basic princi-
ples and to consider the specific
situation of the trees to be treated.
The best time to prune is early or
late during the dormant season,
while avoiding the periods of great
frost in winter. Dead or weak
branches can be removed anytime. A
tree that is struggling to remain
healthy and that only has a few more
or less vigorous branches to carry on
photosynthesis should not be
pruned. When it comes to diseases,
no time should be lost: pruning
should be carried out as soon as
symptoms appear. Conifers may be

Doing it at the Ric

pruned at anytime except the fall
(fall pruned evergreens are more
susceptible to winter injury). Some
experts recommend that the opera-
tion be carried out during the dor-
mant season to minimize sap and
resin flow from cut branches. It
should be kept in mind, however,
that the secretion of resin is a de-
fense mechanism that protects the
tree from injury, including cuts made
during pruning. Prune evergreen
shrubs, such as juniper in late March
or early April before new growth
begins. Light pruning may also be
done in late June or early July. Pines
are pruned in early June to early July
when the new growth is in the
"candle" stage. Pinching or snapping
off one-half to two-thirds of the
candle causes the pine to be more
compact and full. For deciduous
trees, the dormant season (February,
March )is an ideal time for pruning
because, with the foliage gone, it is
easier to identify branches that need
to be removed. There are some ex-
ceptions to this rule of thumb. For
example, birches and maples lose a
lot of sap in the spring, so it is best to
prune them during their active
growth period in summer or in early
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ht Time is Better!

fall to provide enough time for callus
tissue to form. Maples will, "bleed"
heavily if pruned in late winter or
early spring. However, the heavy
bleeding shouldn’t harm the trees
too much. The trees should not
bleed to death and the flow of sap
should gradually slow and stop. If
possible, avoid pruning deciduous

DUTCH ELM DISEASE ~DED
Pruning is often the only method
available for managing certain
pests. Some pruning prescriptions
are very specific and must be fol-
lowed carefully for maximum effi-
cacy. For example, with the excep-

tion of curative pruning which may

be done anytime, elms should al-
ways be pruned in late fall or early
winter to avoid attracting insect
vectors of the pathogen that
causes Dutch Elm Disease.

trees in the spring as they are leafing
out. At this time, the tree's energy
reserves are low and the bark "slips"
or tears easily. Another poor time to
prune is during leaf drop in the fall
when the tree is going dormant.
Spring-flowering shrubs bloom in the
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spring on the growth of the previous
season (“old wood”). An example is
the lilac. The proper time to prune
spring-flowering shrubs is largely
determined by their condition and
the amount of pruning required. Old,
neglected spring-flowering shrubs
often require extensive pruning to
rejuvenate or renew the plants. The
best time to rejuvenate large, over-
grown shrubs is late winter or early
spring (mid-February to early April)
before the plants begin to leaf out.
While heavy pruning in late winter or
early spring will reduce or eliminate
the flower display for a few years,
the restoration of a healthy, vigorous
shrub is more important. If spring-
flowering shrubs need only light
pruning, prune them immediately
after blooming. Pruning immediately
after bloom allows the gardener to
enjoy the spring flower display and
gives the shrubs adequate time to
initiate new flower buds for next
season. To prevent the spread of
oak wilt, avoid pruning oaks from
April 1st to July 1st. Pruning oaks
during this period may attract sap
beetles carrying the oak wilt fungus
to the pruning cuts and transmit the
disease to healthy trees. An excellent
time to prune oaks is February and
March.

Learn About:

* Overview & Update, What Alberta Carbon Market is Doing
Kerrianne Koehler-Munro, Environmental Program Specialist, ARD

*

Protecting Yourself, Signing a Carbon Offset Agreement
Graham Gilchrist, Farmers’ Advocate Office, ARD

* Tree Carbon - Opportunities for CarbonOffsets in

Agroforestry & Afforestation
Doug Macaulay, Agroforestry Specialist, ARD-AWES

* Club Root - Summary of 2010 County Survey

Darwin Ullery, Agricultural Fieldman, County Of Minburn

Wednesday, March
23, 2011
Vegreville Legion

(5037-52nd Ave. Vegreville)

Time: 6:30 PM -

9:00 PM

Everyone

Welcome

Refreshments Provided

To Register:
Call: Mona Lee Kirkland @ 780-853-8104
Email: monalee.kirkland@gov.ab.ca

..purchase for 2011. Watch for upcoming advertising on sale dates in April.







<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



